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DISCOVERY, LEARNING, KINDNESS, CARE & RESPECT
Kindergarten is a wonderful time in your child’s life.
It is a year full of discovery, learning, fun and an incredible year of change. A child’s early years are
a special time spent discovering themselves and others, the world around them and developing
their emerging thoughts, skills, values and a love of learning through play. You will be amazed as
you watch your child bloom as a leader, friend, thinker, scientist, artist, explorer, creator and so
much more.
In our classrooms, we are continuing with a strong focus on building relationships between children
& children, children & teachers and teachers & families.
In line with our recognition of and practices in the Victorian Early Years Learning Framework
VEYLF, it is important to us that our kinder children feel safe, secure and supported and that they
learn to interact in relation to others with care, empathy and respect.
These relate well to our Child Protection curriculum – that every child has The Right to Be Safe
(Feelings). Some children are still learning how to use appropriate strategies to solve problems
and express their feelings appropriately. It’s not easy! However, it’s important to learn from our
mistakes, and to develop the skills required to deal with emotional situations more appropriately
next time. We are intentionally teaching and supporting children to use words and body language
to express their feelings, to have strategies to enter play smoothly, to sustain play experiences, and
to assert themselves appropriately.
Staff are always happy to talk about this with families. Should you wish to discuss anything about
your child’s learning and development, please make a time to meet with their teacher.

COVID impact on staffing has now become noticeable to families with the regrettable
cancellation of Bush Kinder program on Monday and Tuesday of last week. Please know that it is
only as a last resort that we make the decision to cancel.

Please understand that staff are required to take a RAT prior to coming into work, so as not to risk
bringing this virus into kinder and exposing it to children and other staff. We all know the nature of
RATs – one day you are negative and the next day you could be positive!
As one of our parents recently commented, “we are all in this together”. So with this sentiment in
mind, we urge our families to do their bit and:
•

not bring their child to kinder if they are sick and/or have been exposed to siblings/family
with covid.

•

Let the kinder know if your child has tested positive after attending their kinder session, so
we can advise all families when we have COVID in the centre and they can take measures
to increase their own testing and observation of their child’s health OR in the case of
immune-compromised children, make a decision to keep them home.

A state-wide shortage of pre-school and primary school casual relief teachers means that if we
cannot cover our staff illness, then we may be forced to cancel program classes. We are obviously
endeavouring to avoid this situation wherever possible.
Marisel Blefari & Staff
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20 Jun:
24 Jun:
11 Jul:
26 Jul:
28 Jul:
18 Aug:

PUPIL-FREE DAY FOR STAFF PD. NO KINDER OPERATING
FINAL DAY OF TERM 2. 2.15PM finish.
FIRST DAY OF TERM 3.
Sam’s 4yo Group excursion to Beechworth Bakery & Honey
Leigh’s 4yo Group excursion to Beechworth Bakery & Honey
Sam & Leigh’s 4yo Group Excursion to Wangaratta Road
Safety School

STAFFING CHANGES THIS TERM
We are so excited for educator Erin Tinney as she embarks on her maternity leave.
Erin is only weeks away from the special delivery date and will be greatly missed until
her return in Term 1, 2023.
Whilst Erin is on leave, her Monday & Fridays in the 3yo Mon-Wed-Fri Program will be covered by
Eiylish McRostie who also works with the Primary School’s After Kinder Care program at kinder.
Meagan Wells, is supporting Sam’s 4yo program on Tuesday and Thursdays, whilst she continues
her studies. We are currently recruiting for this part-time maternity leave position.
We have delightedly welcomed back Jane Murray to her 3yo Mon-Wed-Fri classroom and it is
smiles all round! Jane has returned to teach on Wednesday and Fridays. Her warm welcome back
from children and parents has been a delight to see.
Emma Smith, who recently completed her final Bachelor Early Childhood & Primary placement at
our kinder is our much-anticipated new teacher for the Monday 3yo Mon-Wed-Fri program and our
mixed age Wednesday & Friday Groups. We are thrilled to welcome her and she is an already well
-recognised face to the children.
We bid farewell to Brooke Whelan at the end of term, as she leaves to concentrate on
Her Bachelor Education studies.

THE HAPPIEST OF JUNE BIRTHDAY WISHES TO...
Cody, Peter, Sloane, Huck, Wesley, Theo, Serena, Layla N, Polly & James S

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORY TIME – Reading Family Tree.
A celebration of family, community and the seasons of life to cherish & to share.
It started with a seed and that seed was me.
And, over time, laughter filled my garden …

SEEKING FAMILY
HELPERS FOR OUR 4YO
GROUP JULY EXCURSIONS
Our next 4yo group excursion is to
Beechworth Bakery / Beechworth
Honey and Wooragee Primary
School on Tuesday, 26th July and
Thursday, 28th July. A volunteer
sheet is available on the sign-in
desk for interested parents. As
usual, WWCC and full vaccination
proof is required.
The cost of the excursion to
children and helpers is nil.

PAYMENT OF TERM 1 & 2
KINDER FEES
Fee statements have been sent out
by YPS to all families. Outstanding
fees must be paid before the
commencement of Term 3 please.
Enquiries can be made to Bursar
Sandra McKibbin on 6027 1431.

PYJAMA BREAKFAST
We all know that a healthy diet is essential for growth and
development, and helps prevent health issues such as iron
deficiency, dental issues and obesity. Our Healthy
Achievement Team have been focussing the children on
healthy eating, positive food habits, food literacy and
supporting oral health. To celebrate our learning, we
organised our annual PJ Brekky and everyone came
dressed in their jim jams for breakfast – even staff and
some parents!!!
A super yummy breakfast of ricotta pancakes, fruit salad,
banana/berry & mango smoothies, bubble & squeak slice
and muesli was enjoyed by everyone and our guest Allied
Health Dietitian, Priscilla Chan kindly brought an amazing
array of fruit, which was cut up and placed outside during
play time for the children to graze on. Priscilla has taken
away the parent questions left in the HAT box and will send
through her answers to the Kinder. We will put these on
display on the Health & Wellbeing noticeboard.
We sincerely thank the following parents who prepared
foods or brought ingredients: Emma McNicol, Kate Scobie,
Kate McAlister, Daniel Perry, Kate Stagg, Stacey Hogan,
Meredith Greenwood, Claire Kellaway, Kim Nicholls,
Jane Murphy & Faith Deans.

NATIONAL SIMULTANEOUS STORY TIME – Reading Family Tree.
A celebration of family, community and the seasons of life to cherish & to share.
It started with a seed and that seed was me.
And, over time, laughter filled my garden …

Reminder: 20th June is a pupil-free day
KINDER PHOTOS
Photo days went off without a hitch and with mostly obliging weather. Everyone (well, nearly
everyone) enjoyed being the focus of a paparazzo for a short while, smiling and posing up a storm.
Our photographer, Briony Hardinge will likely deliver the photos to kinder towards the end of June.
We will keep you informed.

NIL EXCURSION FEES IN 2022
As a one-off allowance, all 4yo excursion fees this year have been waived. This means that no bus
or entry fees will be charged for the Beechworth Bakery / Beechworth Honey / Wooragee PS,
Wonga Wetlands / Yindyamarra Walk and Wangaratta Traffic Safety School excursions.

ILLNESS
COVID continues to worm its way into our
community and has been evident in our local
primary school, childcare and kinder families.
Indeed, it has been difficult to keep kinder
operating these past 10 working days as our
staff have battled COVID. Don’t forget that the
Kinder has RAT kits available for families to test
- these can be collected from the sign-in desk,
the office or via your child’s teacher.
If your child is unwell, please give them time at
home to recover. With the cooler weather coming we may find more colds and sniffles about, so
remind your child to wash their hands after blowing their nose and to cough/sneeze into their
elbow. The recommendation from the State Government remains that no matter how mild
symptoms are all adults and children should obtain a COVID -19 test and remain home until they
receive a negative result and no longer have any symptoms. Symptoms include fever, chills or
sweats, cough, sore throat, shortness of breath, runny nose, vomiting or diarrhoea, and loss or
change in sense of smell or taste.
We appreciate your understanding in this matter and ask you to consider keeping your child home
if there is COVID in your household. Please email or message your child’s teacher via Kindyhub or
call the office if your child will be absent.

FINAL FORMAL CALL FOR 2023 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS
Current families, can we please encourage you to submit a 2023 enrolment form to the office
ASAP, to reserve a place for your child. Yes, you do need to complete a whole new enrolment
form – we are legally obliged to request a new form for each year of enrolment.
On 9th May, a paper copy of the enrolment form was placed in the lockers of those 3yo & 4yo
children anticipated to return in 2023 and for whom we had not received an application.
All applications are date stamped and offered interview in the order they are received and from
today we will no longer hold places for existing families, over new family applications, it we do not
hold a 2023 enrolment form from you.
Interviews are scheduled to be held in July.

Building strong links between home and
education and care services
Children benefit when their routines & experiences at home and in early
education & care services are similar and supportive of each other
Familiar routines and practices help relieve a child’s separation anxiety while
they settle into a service by giving them a sense of control over what is
happening in their environment.

How can I help to support consistency in my child’s early education
and care service?
•
•

Imagine the types of experiences and routines your child is likely to have in the service
Think how the routines might differ from what happens at home and how you can help your
child to understand the routines at the service eg. you could talk to your child about or practise
sitting in a chair for meals and snacks if your child is developmentally ready
• Share information with the staff at the service about the experiences that are important to your
child’s daily routine – your child’s orientation visits are a good time to talk and share information
• Tell the staff at the service about any particular words, phrases or visual cues that you use at
home with your child for routines eg. certain words you may use during feeding or toileting.
Remember: when attending the service children will be part of a group and while staff will give
individual attention it may not be the same as they receive at home.
Staff working in services must comply with standards and regulations and consider how each activity,
experience and routine affects the wellbeing of the whole group, as well as an individual child.
By working together, you can implement a range of routines, experiences and strategies for your child,
to work at home and at the service.

What types of routines and experiences should be consistent?
+ Behaviour

Having consistent behaviour guidance strategies establishes clear expectations and helps children to
understand limits. It’s important that appropriate behaviour is role modelled by both your family and
staff to ensure your child receives consistent messages about what is acceptable behaviour.

+ Sleep and rest
It’s best to advise staff about the routines you use at home for sleep and rest, such as settling
techniques and if your child has a comfort item like a blanket or special toy. It’s important to talk with
staff about routines or practices that are used at home for rest and sleep time. Services need to comply
with best practice and safe sleeping guidelines and are required to have in place policies and
procedures about sleep and rest for children.

+ Sun safety
Ensuring that the ‘slip slop slap’ message is emphasised at home and at the service is extremely
important to protect your child’s skin from sun damage.

+ Toilet training
Share your toilet training routines and strategies to help at home and in the service eg. the signs you can
identify to tell that your child needs to use the toilet.

+ Hygiene
Share your hygiene routines eg. the correct way to wash your hands. Visit www.startingblocks.gov.au for
a step-by-step process.

How does effective
communication
promote consistency in
your child’s routines
and experiences?
The key to maintaining consistency
across home and the service is
open communication between
families, staff and children. This
provides a strong foundation to develop partnerships, programs, experiences and routines that meet
the needs of your child and family.
It’s also important for you to provide the service with current information about your child’s experiences
at home, as well as information about any requirements that you have or issues that are affecting your
child. This will help staff to understand what is happening with your child outside of the service and
follow up on this during your child’s daily experiences and routines at the service.

What kind of information is helpful to share with staff at the service?
•
•
•
•
•

Your child’s interests, likes and dislikes, favourite toys, patterns of sleeping, eating and toileting,
and any behaviour guidance that you may use at home
Issues relating to your child’s health or wellbeing eg. if they were ill over the weekend
Significant events that are happening at home such as a visit from relatives or moving house
Any new interests or skills that your child is developing
One-off events that have significantly affected your child eg. the loss of a pet. Staff will want to
work in partnership with you and will regularly share information with you about your child. This
can help you to understand why your child may be doing certain things or behaving in certain
ways when they come home and can help you to talk with your child about their day and
experiences at the service.

What kind of information is helpful for staff to share with you?
•
•

•
•
•

If you have a younger child, details about their sleeping, meals/feeding and toileting
Your child’s daily experiences, who they have played with, what they liked doing and any
unusual events that have affected them eg. a special activity that has taken place, such as a visit
from the fire brigade, or something that may have upset them, such as not being able to find a
favourite toy
Details about your child’s relationships with other children and the adults at the service
Feedback about your child’s learning, development and interests
Any health-related issues or details of accidents or injuries.

Source: AUSTRALIAN CHILDREN'S EDUCATION & CARE QUALITY AUTHORITY

